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In July 1977, 10 American men, believing .
they were involved in a covert operation 1
authorized by the U.S. Central Intelligence

Agancy, traveled to Libya where they were:;

mfor:ned they were; to _give commando
training to terroristsi’ s -

Nine were retired Gréen Berets, the: ehte e

commando element of.the Army Special”
Forces. They had been recruited and were’
le2 by Master Sgt. Luke Thompson, a Green *
Beret on active duty, who had been solicited’
to organize the group by a former CLA agent.,

Bits of information about the mission
have been coming to the surface since its”
pavmaster and apparent director, Edwin P+
Wilson, and an aide, Francis Terpil,"both.
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1employees. The Justice Department, Bower -,
ier, didn’t get Wilson and Terpil indicted -
untll 1980. Both men are,fuomves and be--,
lieved tobe inLibya

- While all this was gortg on, Khadafy’s
aides were entertaining President Carter’s

3 ’ fbrother Billy, who had to register as an’
"That. statement is ambiguous. How hi h ! €8
“thettop" wag, .as far ag tl%o countermtelgll- -, agent of the Ltbyen government after re-
_gence ofﬁcers were concérned, is not ,cetvmaaszzo 000 “loan” for future services.
1%

‘known. The statement could mean that they | .'In view of that and. ex-CIA agent, Wilson i
had checked with their supetiors and, find- I sellmg his intelligence expertise, arms and |
ing there was no law prohtbmng the mis- i explosives. to Khadafy, the Libyan leader, ¥
sron 5o informed Thompson. § - | fanatic’despot, bankroller of terrorist plots il

“ What Thompson’ took it to mean, he satd, i around the world and implacable adversary {;
| was that the mission had official blessing | of the United States though be is,could have
iand that his assumption was remntorced | ‘led himself to believe he was softening L.S
‘'when- his commanding. offtcer gave hlm "opposition to his regime:-> .

1 special leave to make the trip.-- The Green Beret mission, the acttons of

Thompson said the’ counterintelligence
officers told him to “keep cooperatmg and :
‘quoted them as saying: S
1 We've checked this to. the top and its
egal.and aboveboard You. can pursue it as
youdesrre
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* " scenarios that could range {rom a covert,

former CIA agents, were indicted in April " "The Army told the Times that an informal
1980 by-a District of Columbia grand jury on | feview of the matter concluded that the
charges of illegally exporting explosives, |officers involved apparently acted in good
acting as unregistered agents for Libya and’ {fajry, believing the CIA bad authorized the
conspiriug to murder a leyan defector in  missionys . L
Egypt. 3pe It is-quite possxb]e that the mformatton
Last week, the New York Times, in an am- that Thompson provided did not reach a
cle by reporters Philip Taubman and Jeff  high Jevel in the Army or the CI4, but if it
Ger’n published fresh details about the didn’t, another set of circumstances should |,
mission — enough to case the CIA to dis- have. aroused * the intelligence agencies
uvow any “official epcouragement or in- ‘jnterest m themtsswn ; .

volvement” in Wilson's dealings with Libya, <ty

but its spokesman did not comment dtrectly ﬂgg ‘%’S,ﬁg lgz dmt?ocﬁlgé’{:ﬁ;?;lbtgi
on the Times account.” -~ ™

employees for providing Wilson with unau-
IFT?Ot onet lo pokz igggisgzdg:: . 1;12; thorized assistance in shipping sophisticat-
| ’f mes;r icle a“s feelin P [ ed: explosive devices to Libya. It was only
e\f{me with an uneasy feeling. xthree months later that Thompson. was ap-
as the Green Beret training rmssnon the roached about- recruiting the Gr. Béret 4
result of money-making machmauons by 3 ?eamr-'l‘he man who fec rgu ited htenetnx derig-

two ex-CIA agents who had “gone sour,” as fied hi w

mself as “Patry Loomis’s— the name;’
one rl;zg:ed high U~S mtemgence ommal i according o law’enforcement sources, of
asse one of the two discharged CIA employees

. f i
'eg;o;(s“tgl ttggl?c‘: nhgzespfﬂg{ézdefpgn ‘2 LW lnose identity the CIA has. never disclosed.
,Thete are other strange tvnsts to the sto-|

- infiltration of the Libyan intelligence estab- .. ry. After learning in Libya-that his team was .
lishment to learn about its terrorist activi-> to train’ Ltbyatrcommandos Thompson said
ties and possibly influence Libyan conduct. } he became very concerned and returned to-
10 a darker effort to gain favor with:Libya's:| | the United States to inform’ mthtary mtellt-
fanaticat dictator, Col. Moammar Khadafy?. | gence officers: = :

One thing is virtually-certain: The Greenv ‘“I.know- the. (cm) -agency . does blzarre
Beret team could not have gons to Libya or 3 things,.but workmg for Libyan intelligence
operated long there without. high officials.:Swas too'much ~*Thompson told the Times. - .~
of the Carter “administraticn knowing about’®, - .= Nevertheless, when Thompson® recejved
it. How high is a question that has hot beer: ; requests from Libya for militiry ‘supplies
answered publicly, but Thompson, now re-.'including -training manuals. and . combat,
tired, fold the Times and, other:reporters;:  boots, Army- authorities instructed him to_
that he alerted Army CO“Df'Eﬂmemgencet send them and shortly afterward told him |
officers at Fort Bragg after: tentatively ac-. ‘the mtssxon wasn ‘Ta CIA operauon "aftex-
cepting the assignment from Wilson’s emis-; i e fatetia g el

sary although he did not know: then that his: Reports about Wilson s connecnons wlth 4
destination wasLibya. i< : siu5% % Libga were’ first published” in 1977, about ",
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o :two. weeks béfore Turrgr fired tife two CIA"
i .

- ing fired upori..

;actwmes but the record is murky enough §
‘1o justify action by the Reagan administra- -

*| ' the line. If it doesn’t; ‘Congress should, even
"though it clearly is.not in'a mocd now 10 ]

“the Army intelligence officers and the ques-
tion of whether the CIA authorized it, or
Wilson and *Loomis” duped Thompson and-|
others into believing that it had the CLA’

okay, need to be aired folly.™ :

This is patticularly true in the afrermath |
of the shoot-out over the Gulf of Sidra in }
-which _two US. Navy fighter plages shot |
' down two Soviet- built beyan jets after be- \

LS

Imphctt in the. mthtary actions such a:.
the Navy maneuvers which touched off the
incident is that American men are being
asked to put their lives on the line. If there
has been covert- CIA invelvement . with
Khadafy, the pilots who were involved in.
‘the shoot-out and the Amertcan people have
arighttoknow, . ..

ril be slow to beheve that the CI: \ had 3
hand in the Green Beret mission or Wilson's.

tion to mvesttgate and put its findings on:

make’ mqumes about cloak-anddagger_
operations,
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